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2. The Committee is of the view that, in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
States parties must take effective measures to protect the right to life and 
health of all individuals within their territory and all those subject to their 
jurisdiction. It also recognizes that such measures may, in certain circumstances, 
result in restrictions on the enjoyment of individual rights guaranteed by the 
Covenant. FFurthermore, the Committee acknowledges that States parties 
confronting the threat of widespread contagion may, on a temporary basis, 
resort to exceptional emergency powers and invoke their right of derogation 
from the Covenant under article 4 provided that it is required to protect the life 
of the nation. The Committee wishes nonetheless to remind States parties of the 
requirements and conditions laid down in article 4 of the Covenant and 
explained by the Committee in its general comments, particularly in general 
comment No. 29 (2001) on states of emergency, in which it provided guidance 
on the following aspects of derogations: the official proclamation of a state of 
emergency; formal notification to the Secretary-General; the strict necessity and 
proportionality of any derogating measure taken; the conformity of measures 
taken with other international obligations; non-discrimination; and the 
prohibition on derogating from certain nonderogable rights. In particular, States 
parties must observe the following requirements and conditions when 
exercising emergency powers in connection with the COVID-19 pandemic:
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(a) Where measures derogating from the obligations of States parties under the 
Covenant are taken, the provisions derogated from and the reasons for the 
derogation must be communicated immediately to the other States parties 
through the Secretary-General. NNotification by a State party must include full 
information about the derogating measures taken and a clear explanation of the 
reasons for taking them, with complete documentation of any laws adopted. 
Further notification is required if the State party subsequently takes additional 
measures under article 4, for instance by extending the duration of a state of 
emergency. The requirement of immediate notification applies equally to the 
termination of * Adopted by the Committee on 24 April 2020. United Nations 
CCPR/C/128/2 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights Distr.: 
General 30 April 2020 Original: English CCPR/C/128/2 2 the derogation. The 
Committee considers the implementation of the obligation of immediate 
notification essential for the discharge of its functions, as well as for the 
monitoring of the situation by other States parties and other stakeholders;
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(b) Derogating measures may deviate from the obligations set out 
by the Covenant only to the extent strictly required by the 
exigencies of the public health situation. Their predominant 
objective must be the restoration of a state of normalcy, where full 
respect for the Covenant can again be secured. DDerogations must, 
as far as possible, be limited in duration, geographical coverage 
and material scope, and any measures taken, including sanctions 
imposed in connection with them, must be proportional in nature. 
Where possible, and in view of the need to protect the life and 
health of others, States parties should replace COVID-19-related 
measures that prohibit activities relevant to the enjoyment of 
rights under the Covenant wwith less restrictive measures that allow 
such activities to be conducted, while subjecting them as necessary 
to public health requirements, such as physical distancing; 
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(c) ) SStates parties should not derogate from Covenant rights or 
rely on a derogation made when they are able to attain their 
public health or other public policy objectives by invoking the 
possibility to restrict certain rights, such as article 12 
(freedom of movement), article 19 (freedom of expression) or 
article 21(right to peaceful assembly), in conformity with the 
provisions for such restrictions set out in the Covenant, or by 
invoking the possibility of introducing reasonable limitations 
on certain rights, such as article 9 (right to personal liberty) 
and article 17 (right to privacy), in accordance with their 
provisions;
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(d) States parties may not resort to emergency powers or implement derogating 
measures in a manner that is discriminatory, or that violates other obligations 
that they have undertaken under international law, including under other 
international human rights treaties from which no derogation is allowed. Nor 
can States parties deviate from the non-derogable provisions of the Covenant –
article 6 (right to life), article 7 (prohibition of torture or cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment, or of medical or scientific experimentation 
without consent), article 8, paragraphs 1 and 2 (prohibition of slavery, the slave 
trade and servitude), article 11 (prohibition of imprisonment because of inability 
to fulfil a contractual obligation), article 15 (principle of legality in the field of 
criminal law), article 16 (recognition of everyone as a person before the law) and 
article 18 (freedom of thought, conscience and religion) – or ffrom other rights 
that are essential for upholding the nonderogable rights found in the 
aforementioned provisions and for ensuring respect for the rule of law and the 
principle of legality even in times of public emergency, including the right of 
access to court, due process guarantees and the right of victims to obtain an 
effective remedy;
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(e) Furthermore, States parties mmay not derogate from their duty to 
treat all persons, including persons deprived of their liberty, with 
humanity and respect for their human dignity, and must pay special 
attention to the adequacy of health conditions and health services 
in places of incarceration, and also to the rights of individuals in 
situations of confinement, and to the aggravated threat of domestic 
violence arising in such situations. Nor can States parties tolerate, 
even in situations of emergency, the advocacy of national, racial or 
religious hatred that would constitute incitement to discrimination, 
hostility or violence, and they must take steps to ensure that public 
discourse in connection with the COVID-19 pandemic does not 
constitute advocacy or incitement against specific marginalized or 
vulnerable groups, including minorities and foreign nationals;
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(f) Freedom of expression and access to information 
and a civic space wwhere a public debate can be held 
constitute important safeguards for ensuring that 
States parties resorting to emergency powers in 
connection with the COVID-19 pandemic comply with 
their obligations under the Covenant.



1 2020 ICCPR COVID-19

Guatemala (Mar.10)

Peru (Mar. 19)

Ecuador (Mar. 24)

Chile (Apr. 9)

Colombia (Apr. 20)

El Salvador (Apr. 22)

Argentina (June 11)

Dominican Republic (July 

7)

Paraguay (July 24)

Latvia (Mar. 16/May 

21/June 18)

Estonia (Mar. 20)

Romania (Mar. 20/May 

27)

Georgia (Mar. 21/June 5)

San Marino (Apr. 

29/July 9)

Republic of Moldova 

(May 15)

Armenia (Mar. 20/Sept. 

16)

Palestine (Mar. 30)

Kyrgyzstan (Apr. 14)

Thailand (June 15)

Ethiopia (June 17)

Senegal (July 13)

Namibia (July 15)

2 2020 ICCPR

9 Armenia, Estonia, Georgia, Paraguay, Peru, State of Palestine

12 Argentina, Armenia, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, 

Estonia, Ethiopia, Georgia, Guatemala, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Namibia, Paraguay, Peru, 

Republic of Moldova, Romania, San Marino, Senegal, State of Palestine, Thailand

13 Colombia

14 Estonia, Georgia

17 Estonia, Georgia, Latvia, Peru, Romania

18 Ethiopia

19 Colombia

21 Armenia, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Estonia, 

Ethiopia, Georgia, Guatemala, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Namibia, Paraguay, Peru, Republic 

of Moldova, Romania, San Marino, Senegal, State of Palestine

22 Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Estonia, San Marino



3 2020 COVID-19

* ICCPR
France, Hungary, 
Chile*, Estonia, 

Ecuador*, 
Guatemala*, 

Honduras, Armenia*, 
Namibia*, Moldova*, 

Jordan

America, Australia, 
Austria, Belgium, 

Burkina Faso, Czech, 
Denmark, Canada, 

Germany, India, 
Norway, the 

Netherlands, Taiwan, 
Japan, Switzerland.

U.K.
Taiwan

Hungary
Norway
Ghana

Germany(2021)
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https://ccprcentre.org/ccprpages/tracking-tool-impact-of-states-of-emergencies-on-civil-and-political-rights



� (Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination Against Women, CEDAW)

�

�

�

�

�

�

34



Recalling the joint declaration of the ten United Nations human rights treaty bodies (24 March 2020) and 
the Committee’s call for joint action in the times of the COVID-19 pandemic, and taking note of the OHCHR 
Guidance Note on COVID-19 and Women’s Human Rights, the Committee further urges States parties to 
uphold women’s rights in their responses to the public health threat posed by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Guidance Note on CEDAW and COVID-19 
(April 21, 2020)
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Statement of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women on Virtual Sessions
Adopted on 14 January 2021

In spite of significant challenges faced by its members, the Committee demonstrated its determination to 
carry out its mandate and held its 76th and 77th Sessions remotely with a view to ensuring that there is no 
protection gap as a result of the pandemic. The Committee thus adopted 10 final decisions on individual 
communications and an Inquiry Report under its Optional Protocol as well as General Recommendation No. 
38 on Trafficking in Women and Girls in the context of global migration, during these online sessions. It 
remains committed to continue to discharge its mandate as effectively as possible this year and to hold, on 
an exceptional basis, an online constructive dialogue to consider the periodic report of one State party 
during its forthcoming 78th session in February 2021.

The Committee wishes to stress that online sessions are the singular viable means by which to address the 
protection gap at this time. The travel restrictions and health safety measures in force around the world 
including Switzerland make it impossible to hold live in-person sessions.

The Committee nevertheless underscores that online sessions cannot and must not replace live in-person 
sessions which provide the Committee, States parties and stakeholders, including civil society organisations, 
with the vital opportunity of interacting together robustly and effectively and on a confidential basis where 
necessary. The Committee has always valued and continues to give utmost importance to its personal 
engagement and partnership with civil society organisations in a safe environment. This interaction is key to 
allowing the Committee to discharge successfully its mandate under the Convention and to maintaining the 
effectiveness, integrity and credibility of the international human rights treaty body system.

� (Convention on the Rights of the Child, CRC)

� 2014/6/4 

� 2014/11/20 

� 2016/5/2 ; 5/16

� 2017/5/17 
10 2014 11 20

� 2016/11 

� 2017/11 
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CRC COVID-19 Statement: 8 April 
2020
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� (Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities, CRPD)
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� 2017/11 
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Joint Statement: Persons with Disabilities and COVID-19 by the Chair 
of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities, on behalf of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities and the Special Envoy of the United Nations Secretary-

General on Disability and Accessibility (April 29, 2020) 

Statement on COVID-19 and the human rights of persons with disabilities 
(June 9, 2020)
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Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment

Advice of the Subcommittee to States Parties and National Preventive Mechanisms Relating to the 
Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Pandemic:

�

The International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant 
Workers and Members of Their Families ICMW

�

�



Committee on Migrant Workers
Joint Guidance Note on the Impacts of the COVID-19 Pandemic on the Human Rights 

of Migrants:

COVID-19

COVID-19

in need of international protection
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