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Can it? Did it?
• Temporal relationship
• Strength of association
• Dose-response relationship
• Consistency of evidence
• Specificity
• Biological plausibility and 

coherence

• Temporal relationship
• Definitive proof
• Population-based evidence
• Biological plausibility
• Consideration of alternative 

explanations
• Prior evidence (rechallenge)
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Tragedy of the Commons
(Garrett Hardin, ecologist, 1968)
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Religious exemptions
Freedom to believe ≠  Freedom to act

�Subject to regulation

�Compelling interest in fighting infectious diseases

�Not a constitutional right

Neutral law of general applicability

Not single out religious behavior for punishment
69

Philosophic exemptions

Line between religious and philosophic exemptions

Fear of possible side effects from vaccination 
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